
A new survey just published by MORI confirms conclusively
that over 90 percent of householders questioned would
choose to live in a concrete block-built home in preference
to a timber or steel framed structure.

Almost 2000 householders took part in the revealing survey –
Attitudes towards house construction 2001 – which
was commissioned in May by the Traditional Housing Bureau.

When asked about the durability of construction methods, just
five percent felt prefabricated timber frame construction was more “robust” compared 
to a massive 87 percent in favour of brick and block construction.  Concrete block-built
properties also scored far higher than timber or steel in questions relating to perceived
comfort (55%), sound insulation (73%), best selling price (69%) and resistance
to storms/floods (70%).

A full report on the survey is available on the THB website – visit www.housebuilder.co.uk
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Dense Lightweight Aircrete Total Agg Total Aircrete Aggregate
1999 FullYear 38,255 20,829 26,768 59,083 85,851 31.2% 68.8%

2000 Full Year 37,003 22,637 28,878 59,640 88,518 32.6% 67.4%
% change -3.3% 8.7% 7.9% 0.9% 3.1%

2000 Jan-Feb 5,537 3,509 4,716 9,046 13,762 34.3% 65.7%
2001 Jan-Feb 7,105 3,921 4,422 11,026 15,448 28.6% 71.4%

% change 28.3% 11.7% -6.2% 21.9% 12.3%

DTLR Statistics For GB Product Shares

it’s official!Housebuyers prefer
masonry-build

Aggregate concrete blocks
the UK’s most popular building block

www.cba-blocks.org.uk

• Full year figures from DETR for 2000 put the overall block market 3.1% ahead of 1999, and aggregate blocks 0.9%

• CBA figures (from 14 participating companies) indicate a slightly better out-turn for aggregate blocks in 2000 at +1.6%

• Latest  statistics available from DETR show aggregate block volumes for Jan - Feb 2001 up by 21.9% on 1999

• The DETR figures are only provisional and they must be seriously doubted since CBA returns for the same periods show a drop
in aggregate block deliveries of 7%

• In reality the block market has made a slow start across all product groups in 2001, as wet weather drags on. If and when
DETR revises its figures, the overal block market for the first 2 months will show a fall of at least 7%

• Housebuilders seem more optimistic about their prospects for 2001 as a whole and  this should work its way 
through into demand for concrete blocks

Almost two out of three building blocks sold in the UK is an aggregate concrete block.
Indeed, the Concrete Block Association represents an industry of some 50 manufacturers
producing around 60 million m2 of aggregate concrete building blocks per year from over
100 block plants nationwide. The aggregate block continues to be so popular because 

• it is versatile, durable and strong 
• it is completely fire resistant and offers excellent sound insulation
• it is an ideal background for dry lining, wet finishes and fixings
• its inherent thermal mass acts as a heat store
• it is recyclable, a proven and familiar building method and is widely and readily available
• above all, it is cost effective



Part L

Part E

U value calculations

Part L (England & Wales)
Implementation expected early 2002
We are pleased that the DTLR has heeded the many strong opinions expressed during the
consultation period on the proposed amendments to Approved Document L and agreed to
set elemental U values for walls at 0.35. We are also pleased that they have chosen to
publish an interim version of the Approved Document L. This will enable the many sectors of
our industry to start preparing for the implementation, which is now expected in early 2002.

The Robust Standard Details document, which is being prepared by a pan-industry group,
is expected to be completed for publication at the same time as Approved Document L in
September 2001. AD L is to be published in two parts dealing individually with dwellings
and non-domestic buildings.

Timber frame proposal opposed
U value calculations require all thermal bridging such as mortar joints and framing to be
taken into account and this change to the regulations requires more stringent procedures
to be followed than before. The timber frame industry has made a proposal that for the
purpose of U value calculations a standard proportion of framing (10.8% of wall area) be
assumed. Whilst undoubtedly convenient for calculations it is contrary to both the spirit
and the ethos of the new requirements; for these reasons and the relative ease with
which the actual timber framing areas could be used, the proposal is being opposed
by other members of the Robust Standard Details group.

Part E 
Most radical amendments for 30 years
DTLR are now reviewing the comments submitted on the consultation on the proposed
amendments to Approved Document E, regarded as the most radical in three decades.

It is clear that the focus will be more on low frequency sound, where masonry performs
well. This will show framed wall constructions in a less favourable light than hitherto
as they perform less well at low frequencies. Overall the new rating method will produce
values which can be compared more realistically and which will be more representative
of modern living. This should result in greater housebuyer satisfaction with the sound
insulation within and between new homes. 

Aggregate concrete blockwork will be able to meet the proposed new requirements
for separating walls, and for internal noise, the proposed requirements for partitions.

U value calculations
New BRE software available soon
Part L (England & Wales) and Part J (Scotland) require that U values are calculated
to BS EN 6946, a method that is a refinement on the proportional area calculation
method currently used. As manual calculations are unlikely to be practical, software 
s being developed by BRE through a DTLR-funded PiI project, which has partners from
many sectors of the building materials industry.

Once complete, the software will be the reference calculation method which will take
account of those areas not clearly defined in respect of UK practice by BS EN 6946. These
areas are being addressed as a part of the PiI project and will result in industry agreed
conventions. The intention is to make the software available free of charge.

A message
from the
chairman

Communicating
with our 
customers
Communication is a key element
of good customer service and as an
industry we take pride in our service.
Do we, however, take the time
to explain the benefits of using
our product in light of changes
in building regulations and other
Government action?

Take for example, the results
of the new Part L Thermal Regulations
for England and Wales and Part J for
Scotland - how many of our customers
understand the implications on
housebuilding design? Do they
recognise that dense and lightweight
aggregate concrete blocks offer
an excellent solution to the
new regulations?

The proposed Part E Sound Regulations
suggest that use of dense concrete
blocks provide a good construction
produce to reduce sound transmission
through party walls. Obviously
this feature can also be utilised
for internal walls of houses and
commercial properties.

The Concrete Block Association will
shortly be issuing an explanatory
document for the new Part L and Part J
Thermal Regulations to all members.
Later in the year a similar document
explaining Part E Sound Regulations
will also be forwarded to all members.
Please make the time to take them
to your customers. 

The industry has a number of ‘good
news’ items - let us ensure that we get
our message across to our customers.

Chris Hudson, Chairman,
Concrete Block Association

Visit our website for the latest infor

Technical Report
By Gerry Pettit, Chairman, Technical Committee



Part J

Aggregates tax

Part J
Whilst it is known that the Scottish Executive rejected industry proposals that wall
elemental U values should be 0.35 rather than the proposed 0.3, little is known
officially of the anticipated publication date of the revised Part J.

It is assumed that Part J, like Part L, will require a supporting
Robust Standard Details document but, of necessity, this cannot be
the same as that being developed for England & Wales as different
elemental U values require different robust details.

The best information we have to date is that the intention
is to publish the revised Part J at about the same time
as Part L for England & Wales.

New chairman

CBA Scotland appointed a new chairman – Neil Skene of Skene Group Concrete Products –
at the AGM in May.  The new vice-chairman is Paul McCafferty of Russell Concrete Products.

Aggregates tax – concerns continue
In the 2001 Budget it was announced that the aggregates tax will be introduced with
effect from April 2002 at the rate of £1.60 per tonne. Although the Government
has indicated that certain industries will be exempt, as it
currently stands, the tax will be applied to the UK precast
concrete industry.

Our concerns have been outlined to the Government regarding
the impact on the competitiveness of the industry,
on profitability and inevitably on jobs and investment.
We can neither fully absorb this cost nor pass it on to our
customers without market effect.

We have simply asked that precast concrete be treated in
the same manner as steel, clay, silica sand and cement, none
of which will be covered by the aggregates tax.

Please continue to lobby your local MP in supportof these concerns.

Minister change
Due to Nick Raynsford's promotion in the recent Government
re-shuffle, Under-Secretary of State, Dr Alan Whitehead, is now
responsible for Building Regulations in DETR.

The Traditional Housing Bureau
continues to be highly active
in promoting the benefits
of masonry construction:

• Regular issue of releases to local
newspapers - introducing
the Right to Know campaign
and looking at issues such
as sound insulation, thermal
performance, DIY.

• Production of syndicated radio
tape featuring Martin Clarke,
Chairman of THB, Chris
Lorentzen, Director of the
National Association
of New Home Owners and
Stephen Wright, MD of Gusto
Homes.  Played on nine
independent and BBC local
radio stations to date,
representing a reach
of 1.2 million listeners.

• Production of Home Life
- a consumer magazine that
highlights the benefits of living
in a brick and block built house.

• Writing and distributing first
issue of Masterplan - a regular
newsletter aimed at keeping
housebuilders, developers
and architects up to date
with latest developments
in the industry and the
activities of the THB.

• A manned display stand
at the NHBC’s recent exhibition
roadshow, which visited
12 locations and attracted
over 1300 delegates

• A new trade advertising 
campaign begins in March

• A presence at five major
self-build exhibitions in 2001,
including Homebuilding and
Renovating at the NEC in March
and Build It at Alexander Palace
in September. The shows are
expected to attract a total of
over 70,000 visitors.

Visit the THB’s new web site for further
details – www.housebuilder.co.uk

News
from 

The CBA in Scotland

rmation - www.cba-blocks.org.uk

Minister change
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Please add my details to your database to receive …… (number) CBA information packs when available.

Please fax to 0116 251 4568 or send to Concrete Block Association 60 Charles Street, Leicester LE1 1FB

The Concrete Block Association is currently working on production of a new technical information
pack. The pack will feature a series of data sheets covering all aspects of designing and
building with aggregate blocks, such as external and partition walls, floors,
movement control and safe handling.

To make sure you receive your free pack as soon
as it is published, please complete and
return the fax back form below.

© The Concrete Block Association 2001
Although The Concrete Block Association does its best to ensure that any advice, recommendation or information it may give is accurate, no
liability or responsibility of any kind (including liability for negligence) is accepted in this respect by the Association, its servants or agents. 

www.cba-blocks.org.uk

�

Safety in numbers

The CBA’s new advertising campaign has been launched in the
June issue of Building Homes magazine. Safe as Houses is the first
in a series of advertisements designed to reinforce the message that
aggregate blocks will comply with new Part L and Part E regulations.
Look out for the appearance of other ads in the campaign, which will
run in the trade press until October.

Register now to receive your 
new CBA information pack

Specifying and Building with Aggregate Concrete Blocks

In Safe Hands

Aggregate concrete blocks - the solution to Part L and Part E regulations
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